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Objectives of the course:
This course aims to provide a critical introduction to the three key classical thinkers
of sociology- Karl Marx, Max Weber and Emile Durkheim. The course will begin with
a historical introduction to the emergence of sociology as a discipline with the rise of
modernity. The bulk of the course will consist of three modules which will require
close readings of some seminal texts of the three thinkers. Their selected works will
also be located in their historical context and their key epistemic categories will be
engaged with.
Unit I:
This unit will be on the historical conditions and the epistemological revolution
leading to the rise of Sociology as a discipline in general and sociological theories in
particular. The aim will be to contextualize the emergence of sociology as a discipline
in the 19th century. An account will be provided of how sociological concepts have
engaged critically with modernity. In particular, the focus will be on how sociology
has historically dealt with the enduring repercussions of the two revolutions: the
French Revolution and the Industrial Revolution.
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Unit II:
This unit will provide an introduction to some key ideas in the vast corpus of Karl
Marx’s writings. We will try to cover a broad variety of his writings in terms of style as
well as themes, from the so-called ‘Young Marx’ to Capital Volume 1. The focus will
be on central concepts like alienation, class, value, surplus value, division of labour,
machinery and primitive accumulation.
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Unit III
This unit will introduce some key concepts from Max Weber’s works. The point of
departure will be to understand Weber’s work, both methodologically and
substantively, as a critical response to the understanding of Marxism prevalent at the
time. Some of Weber’s key ideas on bureaucracy, rationalization, legitimate
authority, charisma, disenchantment etc will be focused on.
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Unit IV
This unit aims to provide an introduction to some of the principal texts written by
Emile Durkheim. His methodological approach as well as key concepts like
mechanical and organic solidarity, anomie and collective consciousness will be
focused on.
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